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synkaryon • system 




t in pronunciation two adjacent vowels. 2. Biol. The phase of 
, in wnich the chromatin contracts into a mass at one side of 

on (sln-kSr'e-on', -€-an) n. [stn- + Gk. karaon, nut] 
GvflBcIcu3 of a fertilized egg immediately after fusion of the male 
•5 funic nuclei — syn*kar 'y • on ' ic (-6n ' Ik) adj. 
^'zr/rfn'ad) n. (ME < LLat. synodus < Gk. sunodos, meeting : 



^Jwher + hodos, road.] 1. A council of churches or church of- 
2^. 2; A lay council or assembly. — 8yn'od«al(sIn'a-d3l) adj. 
IJlJd.i»cal (sl-nod'I-kal) also syn-od-ic (-nfid'Ik) adj. 1. Re- 
^jlo or having the nature of a synod. 2. Relating to the conjunction 
Jrjitial bodies, esp. the interval between two successive conjunc- 
'of, planet or the moon with the sun. — syn-od'i«cal*ly adv. 
jjS^itf month a. month 5. 

^e*doii6 also syn. e» clous (sl-n£?shas) adj. [syn- + (mon)- 
^JjoujI Bet. Having male and female organs in the same structure. 
jSlpnyxn (sln'a-nlm') a. [ME sinonyme < Lat. synonymvan < 
Qwadawon < sunflinumos, synonymous.] 1. A word having a 
JLjjjug that is' the same or nearly the same as that of another word 
Jjesainc language. 2. A word or expression accepted ss a figurative 
-mnbolic substitute for another word or expression. 3. Biol. A tax- 
name of an organism that is equivalent to or has been super- 
by another designation. — 8yn'o«nym'ic {-nlm'Ik), syn'o* 
j gfl D 'i*cal adj. — syn'o-nym'i.ty (-nlm'I-te) n. 
( - B , 0 n.y»mist (staon'd-mlst) n. One who studies or discrimi- 
^io synonyms. 

jffik>n*y*nrize {sl-nfin's-miz 7 ) vt. -mized, -miz*ing, -miz»ee. 
tpioviae or analyze the synonyms of (a word), 
(rt^n'ymoiis (si-non'j-mas) adj. [Med. Lat. synonymus < Gk. 
jaftiuincM : sun-, same + onoma name.] Expressing the same or near- - 
(■dx same meaning as another word. — syn*on'y*nious*ly adv. 
mhon*7*my (sJ-non'a-me) n., pi. -mies. l. The quality or state of 
j^synonymous. 2. Study and classification of synonyms. 3. A list, 
or system of synonyms. 4. A chronological list or record of the 
goftfic 'names applied to a species and its subdivisions. 
IjnjOT'Sis (sl-nfip'sls) n., pi. -ses (-sez') [LLat. < Gk. sunopsis, 
peal view : sun-, together + opsis, view.) A brief outline or state- 
oat <rf« topic : abstract. 

Ifoiop*size (sT-ndp'siz') vt. -sized, -siting, -siz*es. [LGk. 
aapsmn < Gk. sunopa's, general view, —see synopsis.] To give or 
trite a synopsis of (a topic). 

lyii.op'tic (sl-nflp'ttk) also syn«op*ti-cal (-tl-kal) adj. 1. Of or 
long a synopsis. 2. Presenting an account from the same viewpoint. 
-Used esp. of the first three Gospels of the New Testament, which 
mespand closely. 3. Involving or presenting data on atmospheric and 
rather conditions over a broad area at a single given time. — syn* 
ty/ti.caMy adv. 

r»bs*to»ais (sln'ds-to'sfe) a., pi. -ses (-sto') [syn- + Gk. osteon, 
: + -osis.] Fusion of two bones, -syn'os.tot'ic (-tfit'Ik) adj. 
fpw)'Vi*a (sl-nfi've-a) n. [NLat] A clear, viscid lubricating fluid se- 
otttd by membranes in joint cavities, sheaths of tendons, and bursae. 
•iyn*o'vi*al adj. 

(T40*yi*ti8 (si'na-vi'tls) n. [synov{iai membrane) + -itis.] In- 
bmnatian of a synovial membrane. 
fro*sep*al.ou8 (sln-sep'a-las) adj. Gamosepalous. 
i?n«tac»tic8 (sln-Ok'tlks) n. [< syntactic.] (sing, or pi. in num- 
oft The branch of semiotics that deals with the formal properties of 
Sjusmd symbols. 

*J*tax (sin' tales') n. [fx syntaxe < LLat. syntaxis < Gk. sun tods 
<mtassein, to combine ; sun-,' together + tassein, to arrange.] 1. a. 
«way in which terms are combined to form phrases and sentences, 
k The branch of grammar dealing with the formation of phrases and 
Wtences. 2. Computer Sci. The rules governing the construction of a 
™k language. — syn-tac'tic {-taVtfk), syn.tac'ti.cal adj. 
-•yn-tac'ti.cnMy adv. 

(jQithcsis (sm'thl-sts) n., pi -see (-sez') [Lat. < Gk. suntbuis < 
g*«ifli, to put together : sun*-, together + tithenai, to put.] 1. a. 
jjsanof separate elements or substances to form a coherent whole, b. 
i*e whole so formed. 2. Chtm, Formation of a compound torn its 
JJWituents. 3. Philos. a. Reasoning from the general to the particular 
•"peal deduction, b. The combination of thesis and antithesis in the 
wlectical process, producing a new and higher form of being. 
"irn'the*6ist n. 

I J^ 68 ** gas n. A synthetic fuel produced by controlled combus- 
"Jtfcoal in the presence of water vapor. 

|*BMtie.Bize (shi'thl-stz') also syn*the-tize (-Hz') v. -sized, 
gj'lng, .siz.es also -tized, -tiz.ing, -tii.es. — vt. 1. To com- 
™*«o as to form a new, complex product. 2. To make by combining 
*J°"te elements. — vi. To form a synthesis. 
^the.8iz.er (sln'thl-si'zar) n. 1. One that synthesizes. 2. A ma- 
g having a simple keyboard and using solid-state circuitry to du- 
the sounds of musical instruments, often up to 12 instruments 
■^tawously. 

W'thet.ic (sin-thet'Ik) also syn.thet.i.cal (-1-kal) adj. [Gk. 

fiSSI <mout & thin- ththis ficut Or urge y young 
° tta * zh vision a about, item, edible, gallop, circus 



sunthctikos, component < suntithenai, to put together. — see synthe- 
sis.] 1. Relating to, involving, or having the nature of a synthesis. 2. 
Chun. Produced by synthesis, esp. not of natural origin : manmade. 3. 
Not genuine : artificial ^synthetic charm> 4. Denoting a language, 
as Latin or Russian, that uses inflectional affixes to express syntactic 
relationships, —n. synthetic. A synthetic chemical compound or 
material. — syn*thet'i>cal*ly adv. 

synthetic division n. A method of dividing a polynomial by an- 
other, when the second is of first order, by writing only the coefficients 
of the terms arid changing the sign of the constant term in the divisor. 

syn»tro*phxsm (sln-tro'f lz'am) n. An ecological relationship in 
which microorganisms are mutually dependent upon one another for 
nutritional requirements. 

sypher (sl'far) vt. -phered, -pher*ing, -phers. [Alteration of 
cipher.] To overlap and even (chamfered or beveled plank edges) so as 
to form a flush surface. 

syphil- pref. vox. of syphilo-. 

syphilis (slf '3-lIs) n. [NLat., alteration of Syphilus, protagonist of 
a poem by Girolamo Francastoro (1483-1553) in which he is repre- 
sented as the first victim of the disease.] A chronic infectious venereal 
disease caused by a spirochete, Treponema pallidum, transmitted by 
direct, usu. sexual contact and progressing through three stages respec- 
tively characterized by local formation of chancres, ulcerous skin 
eruptions, and systemic infection leading to general paresis, 
-eyph'i.lit'ic (-llt'Ik) adj. 6> n. 
syphilo- or sypbil- pref. [< syphilis.] Syphilis <syphi/oma> 
syphiloid (slf'a-loid') adj. Characteristic of syphilis. 
eyph-i*lol»o»gy (sif'a-lol's-je) n. The sum of knowledge concern- 
ing the origin, nature, course, complications, and treatment of syphi- 
lis. — syph'i.lol'o.gist n. 



8yph»i*Io*ma (slf'a-lS'nw) n., pi -mas or -ma«ta (-ma-ta). A le- 
sion formed in an advanced stage of syphilis : gumma. — eyph'i. 
lom'a-touB (-l&m'a-tas) adj. 

syphon (si 'fan) n. a? v. vox, of siphon. 

Syr»ette (s!-rfit'). A trademark for a collapsible tube having an at- 
tached hypodermic needle containing a single dose of medicine. 

Syi>i»ac (str'S-aV) a. An ancient Aramaic language spoken in Syria 
from the 3rd to the 13 th cent. a.d. that survives as the liturgical lan- 
guage of several eastern Christian churches. 

Syr*i*an (sir' e-aa) adj. Of or relating to Syria, its people, or its cul- 
ture, -zl 1; A native or inhabitant of Syria. 2. A member of a Chris- 
tian church using the Syriac language. 

syTin*ga (sa-ring'ga) n. [NLat. < Gk. surinx. shepherd's pipe (from 
the use of its hollow stems to make pipes).] mocx orange 1. 

sy.ringe (sa-rlnj', slr'inj) n. [ME syryng < Med. Lat. syringa < Gk. 
surinx, shepherd's pipe.] 1. A medical instrument for injecting fluids 
into the body or drawing them out of it. 2. A hypodermic syringe. 

sy.rin.go.my.e.li.a (s3-rIng'g6-ou-*'le-a)fl. (NLat. : Gk. suriax, 
spinal cavity + Gk. muelos, marrow < mus, muscle, mouse.] A chron- 
ic disease of the spinal cord marked by the presence of liquid-filled 
cavities and leading to spasticity and sensory disturbances. 

syr-inx (slr'Ingks) u., pi ey.rin.ges (sa-rm'jte.VruVgeV) or 
syr*inx*es. [Lat. < Gk/.surinx.] 1. A panpipe. 2. Zool The vocal 
organ of a bird, made up of thin vibrating muscles at or near the di- 
vision of the trachea. — sy.rin'ge-al (sa-rln'je-al) adj. 

syr.phid (sui'f Id) n. [NLat. Syxphidae, family name < Gk. suiphos, 
pat.] Any of numerous flies of the family Syrphidae, many of which 
have a form or coloration mimicking that of t>ees or wasps. — adj. Of 
or belonging to the Syrphidae. 

syr-phus fly (sur'fas) n. [NLat. Syiphus, fly genus < Gk. suiphos, 
gnat.] Syrphid. 

eyr.up also sir-up (slr'jp, sur'-) n. [ME shop < OFr. < Med. Lat. 
siiopus < At. shazob < shaiiba, he drank.] 1. A thick, sweet, sticky 
liquid, composed of a sugar base, natural or artificial flavorings, and 
water. 2. The juice of a fruit or plant boiled with sugar until thick and 
sticky. — syr'up.y adj. 

sys*sar«co*sis (sls'ar-kfi'sls) n. [Gk. sussaiko~$is, a being over- 
grown with flesh < sussoikousthai, to be overgrown with flesh : sun-, 
with -f saikovstbai, passive of saikotm, to cover with flesh < saix, 
flesh.] Union of bones, as the hyoid bone and lower jaw, by muscle. 

8y8.tal.tic (sl-stdl'tik, -stil'-) adj. [LLat. systalticus < Gk: sustal- 
tikos < sustellem, to contract : jud-, together + stellein, to make com- 
pact] Alternately contracting and expanding, as the heart : pulsating. 

sys-tem (sis 'tarn) n. [LLat. systema. systemat- < Gk." sustima < 
simistanai, to combine \sun-, together + histanai, to make stand.] 1. 
A group of interrelated, interacting, or interdependent constituents 
forming a complex whole. 2. A functionally related group of elements, 
esp.: a. The human body regarded as a functional physiological unit. b. 
A group of physiologically complementary organs or parts <the nerv- 
ous system> c. A group of interacting mechanical or electrical com- 
ponents, d. A network of structures and channels, as for 
communications, travel, or distribution <a broadcasting system > <a 
rail system> 3. A structurally or anatomically related group of parts or 
elements, 4. A set of interrelated ideas or principles social, ec- 
onomic, or political organizational form <the capitalist system > 6. A 
naturally occurring group of objects or phenomena <the solar sys- 
t«ri> 7. A set of objects or phenomena grouped together for classifi- 
cation or analysis. 8. Harmonious, orderly interaction. 9. A method : 
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